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Mishkon@90-Something

By the time this issue arrives, Mishkon@90-Someghidll be al-
most a reality. We have planned a gourmet lun¢h miusical enter-
tainment by Mishkon'’s harpist, Laura Ward. Theitaon requested
guest wear “garden party attire.” We will be baggorating the social
hall so that you will think you have just enteretbated garden. After
lunch, we will be entertained by the Palisadesm§tEnsemble under
the direction of Joel Lish. The program will alsclude some surprise
speakers who will talk about Venice, Mishkon’s bigt and some sig-
nificant personal reflections.

Following the performance, we will gather in theisbhall to cele-
brate with a cake and ice cream dessert. Rabbwilahost “Mishkon
Jeopardy,” and prizes will be awarded to those hédnce learned the
most from the Mishkon Facts we’ve been sendingauthe past sev-
eral months. Mishkon memorabilia will be on dispgng with a wall
of our own Mishkon memories. If you haven't yehdaso, send an
email with your own reflections to MishkonMemoriegé@izon.net. If
you do not have computer access, send your writiemories to the
office.

This is our major fundraising event for the yelsty committee
commits each year to raise enough money to filgtye between what
Mishkon takes in and what it actually costs to stpgn. Thanks to the
diligent efforts of our current Treasurer, Phil &ai Mishkon’s spend-
ing is well controlled. The philosophy of the Fuaiding Committee is
that we try to raise money by sponsoring eventsgfamote a sense of
community within the congregation. Admission te ttoncert and des-
sert is $45 per person. The lunch, concert ansedieare $90 per per-
son. Event sponsors, who donate $250 or moregefiltwo admis-
sions to all events and acknowledgement in therprog If you can'’t
attend, please consider making a donation or spimgsa Mishkonite
who has fallen on hard times. Mishkon@90-Someth#igbrates our
long history and provides us with an opportunitgtsure our future in
Venice.

Fundraising Committee, Chair
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President’'s Message

This June marks the end of
my second year as president of
our community. As my tenure
comes to an end, | look back
with amazement at a journey |
never thought | would embark
on. | have learned so much
about how a synagogue works
and what it takes to be a leader,
but for the most part, | think the
major role of the president is to
listen. For me, listening is a
process which includes looking
at the bigger picture, paying
attention to what people are
really saying (or not saying ),
and holding back from making
shap judgments when | feel
uncomfortable. | have often
joked with Rabbi Dan that
sooner or later | know | will
find the “Presidents Manual “
someplace in this building. But
at the end of the day, no manual
is necessary. It truly is the jour-
ney that brings meaning to the
role.

| have been blessed to have
a fantastic team to work with.
Our Rabbi, staff, officers,
board, committee chairs, com-
mittee members, volunteers,
and members have been so sup-
portive, kind, and respectful. It
has been a collaborative effort
with a great team. | hope others
have felt empowered during my
tenure to take on roles they
might not have considered be-

fore. A special thank you goes
to two people. The first goes to
Rabbi Dan. Thank you for all of
your wisdom, patience, and
sense of humor as | grew into
the role, and became more com-
fortable and knowledgeable. |
will miss our Friday get-
togethers. A second special
thank you goes to a great men-
tor, Judy Gordon, our immedi-
ate past president. You have
consistently been there to an-
swer any question, educate me
about the process and the role,
and advise me when | was in
need. | will be eternally thank-
ful for all of your help and
guidance.

And to the next president,
whoever you may be, | want to

offer my ongoing support and
help, and a few words of wis-
dom. You will be chosen be-
cause we have great respect for
you and confidence in your
abilities. | encourage you to
embrace the journey, set some
priorities, and reach out for sup-
port when you feel the need — it
is there. Develop your listening
skills, and be prepared to move
out of your own comfort zone
when the need arises. You will
find yourself much more capa-
ble than you ever thought possi-
ble. Know that you will not
always be right, and that you
will make some mistakes along
the way, but that we are all here
to support and guide you.

I look forward to seeing all
of you at our “Mishkon@ 90-
Something” celebration on Sun-
day, June 8. The fundraising
committee, led by Debbie Ber-
enbach, has done a fantastic
job, and it will be wonderful
day of music, food, heart warm-
ing memories, and Mishkon
memorabilia. This is our major
fundraiser for the year, so | ask
for your support and participa-
tion. Please call the office to-
day to reserve your spot at this
special event.

Sincerely,

1
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2010 - 10:30 A.M. |

If you are a current member and did not get a bédlothe coming year please call the office.




Baruch@Ah

Finding Relevance in Old Texts: A Case Study

It gets a bit complicated this
month, but bear with me for a bit.

The Torah specifies a rite of
purification for those who have
been ritually contaminated: the
ashes of a certain cow — a perfectly
red heifer — are mixed with pure
water and are sprinkled on the con-
taminated person. This mixture of
ash and water was prepared in a
ritual that was exacting and de-
manding; it was only performed
seven times in history, the last time
being (probably) just around the
time of the destruction of the Tem-
ple, in the year 70 CE. This water
of lustration was the most precious
source of purity in the ancient sys-
tem of Tohorah and Tum’ah, purity
and contamination, and was guarded
most carefully. The Torah specified
(Numbers 19:9) that the jar that
holds it must never be put in an un-
clean place.

Now, in discussing all this, the
Mishneh asks a seemingly ridicu-
lous question: what if someone
places this jar on top of --- a dead
lizard? Before we answer, a couple
of definitions are in order. Dead
lizards are a source of impurity;
anyone who touches them becomes
impure. But — and this is a big but —
the contents of a jar cannot become
contaminated by anything impure if
that impurity merely touches the
outside of the jar. The contents are
forever, safely, pure. But in this
case, the Torah said specifically that
the jar should not be in an unclean
“place.” So even though the lizard
does not normally contaminate the
inside of a pot, in this case, the case
of the Heifer ashes, are the ashes
still to be regarded as pure?

Before we continue, let’s be
clear. We don't observe the laws of

Part |

purity and impurity anymore; we
haven't for almost two thousand
years. Even at best, this is a strictly
theoretical question. There hasn'’t
been any heifer-water in a jug for
two millennia. So what in the world
are we talking about, and why in the
world should we care?

And before we even start to
ponder all this, the Mishneh states
that in such cases, a couple of the
very smartest rabbis, Rabbi Eliezer
and Rabbi Akiba, hold that if some-
one put this super-pure jar on top of
the carcass of a very dead and very
contaminating lizard, the pot, and
the water, remain pure. How could
this possibly be?

It seems to me that the rabbis
were debating a question that is
quite current and relevant, and it is
this: in the contest between life and
death, between light and dark, be-
tween purity and impurity, between
love and hate — which is stronger?
Which is dominant and which is
recessive? Just as striking a match
in a dark room causes the darkness
to vanish, rather than the dark extin-
guishing the light, so: does purity

always trump impurity? Or, accord-
ing to the other opinion: can purity,
holiness, and beauty be corrupted

and contaminated by the presence
impure motives and compromised

behavior?

f

=

If funds which are the profit of
illicit or immoral business dealings
be donated to a sacred cause, shoyfld
they be used? Does the sacred use
purify the tawdry and corrupt
source, or does the tainted money
sully the sacred enterprise and di-
minish it? When a corrupt business
man some years ago tried to make
amends by donating a large sum t
the library of the Jewish Theologic
Seminary, his gift was accepted, a
later returned, and his name erase
from the building.

Many people in this country
and in Israel have believed that mi
ing religion and politics would have
a salutary effect on politics. Mainly,
though, we've seen the opposite: it
has a corrupting effect on religion.

Akiba and Eliezer evidently felt
that purity is more powerful than
corruption, and cancels it out. Wh
about the Torah's rule that the ash
are not to be put in an unclean
place? Wherever the ashes are, th
say, is a clean place. The context o
purity does not alter the purity, and
holiness, even if hidden in the dark
ness of a morally compromised
world, remains holy.

This is a tension which com-
mands our vigilance, even today.
We haven't come that far from the
case of a jar of pure water inadver-
tently placed on the rotting remains
of hapless gecko.

To be continued ...
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Adult Education Committee Programs

Adult Ed has had a busy year, and we're plannieg@lfior summer events.
Sunday, May 16 at 12:00 p.m. (light brunch at 11:30 a.m.), idKalistic Drumming with Eli Shirim Lester

"My (left) hand has founded the earth, and My righbd has spread out the heavens." (Isaiah 48:13).

Drumming is one way to daven, meditate, and expeed{abbalistic principles such as chaos vs. otlerpercep-
tion of opposites, the hidden and the revealededisence ashemacreativity, and rejoining of heaven and eartimthis
class, we will try to move beyond our beliefs tplace of knowing through chanting, drumming, arelsharing of the
experiences with each other and with Hashem.

Eli is nationally known as a teacher of Kabbali®mimming, as a song writer, singer, musician, daader, and
producer of both secular and spiritual music. EQfRabbi Zalman Schachter —Shalomi has said:ritdeches to the
beat of the Heavenly Drummer."

Thursday, May 20 (and the third Thursday of every month) at 7:08.pis the next meeting of the Mishkon Book
Club. We are continuing with our exploration of tRextbookpress.com series. This month's seleigibfaimonides,
by Sherwin B. Nuland. RSVP for location. Joinfaisrefreshments, and a stimulating discussiorewfigh literary
works.

Sunday, June 13s our annual Mishkon fishing trip. Join Capt&il Bell, and the crew of the New Delmar at 12:00
p.m. as they depart Lot 52 on Fiji Way for an aftem of fishing the high seas. Food is availalbi¢he boat; bring
your own if you keep kosher. The cost is $51 mgspn, and RSVP is necessary; suntan lotion arad aré recom-
mended; reading of Jonah, optional...

Sunday, June 27we will have a follow-up to our medical panelf this time it will be about living well for senisy
special guests to be announced.

Stay tuned to the Mishkon Messenger for more eviaritee planning stages, including a kumsitz, amdrser study
session at shul. As always, feel free to contaatith ideas, advice, feedback - and to attendetingeto join, and/or
plan an event. We look forward to hearing fromlyou

palmdesertmermaid@yahoo.com
323-691-3089

L'chaim

Thanks to the generosity of Dorothy Gold and*
her late husband Louis, a fund was established toj
award a stipend to eligible Mishkon families who ;
give birth or adopt a child. The time frame foisth 2
program is the Hebrew year: from Rosh Hashanali
(September 19) one year to Rosh Hashanah .
(September 9) of the next year. If you are a memsa
ber in good standing and have either given birth tcE
or adopted a child since last Rosh Hashanabh, please
let the office know immediately.

Kol Mishkon Choir |

The Kol Mishkon Choir is getting ready for the |
High Holidays and meeting once a month. If you .
are interested in being a part of the choir ancthav |
some musical ability or experience, please contact!
Gene Alper at (310) 702-5235 or via email at
eugene.alper@lausd.net

n
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Mishkon Tephilo wishes to thank the following membes and friends who made
donations during March and April. Thank you for all your support!

Tributes were sent for the following occasions:

Tikkun Leil Shavuot
Tuesday, May 18 9:00 PM to 1:00 AM in the Chapel

The holiday is marked with deep Torah Study
Members of Mishkon’s Rabbinic community will engagewith teachings, stories, and caffeine..
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A Note from the Religious School....

Have you ever wondered what the Torah looks like
up close? Have you often questioned why the Torah
service has different parts to it? On a recentd&@yn
the Religious school had the opportunity to pgrtté
in a Chavayat Torah (Exploring Torah) Family Educa-
tion Program. The students were explorers and were
given the chance to look at the Torah closely and t
have their remarkable questions interpreted. We co
cluded the program by making a project that the stu
dents will receive on the last day of school a#ftday
their hard work and learning this year.

If you and your family would like to participate in
these fun programs look for the Religious schogisre
tration forms. Many of you might have receivednthe
in the mail, but if not or if you have any questson
please contact Keri in the Religious school offite
310-396-7305 or e-mail director@mishkon.org

Our Religious school year is coming to an end but
there will be many exciting things to look forwerd
when we begin another year in the fall. Religious
school calendars will be mailed during the sumroer t
all families who have enrolled in the school.

Thank You

This synagogue has been my spiritual home for
five years, first as a congregant, and then asdie
binic intern. As | journey forward, it will be wit
your generosity in my heart, and the deep and abid-
ing warmth that | feel for the people and place of
Mishkon Tephilo. | pray that one day | grow toéov
my new pulpit, Heska Amuna Synagogue, in the
way that | have learned to love you here. When |
move to Knoxville, Tennessee, it will be with the
confidence that | gained at Mishkon, through the
immense support of this caring extended Jewish
family. This community has been vital to my devel-
opment as a Jew and as a rabbi. You have given me
a foundation from which to take risks, to try new
things, and to grow as a teacher, preacher aneipray
leader. | could never thank you enough for athef
opportunities that each and every one of you has
given to me and to Karen. | hope that you will re-
main in touchwww.heskaamuna.or§865) 522-

0701; 3811 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.

Fondly,

ferency@post.harvard.edu

| wish everyone an eventful, relaxing, and wonder-
ful summer.

Kol Tuv,

Director of Religious School

Tribute Cards

Help support Mishkon! Purchase and send tribute
cards for any occasion (in honor of someone’s dagh
anniversary or even sympathy card), let us do it fo
you. We write, stamp and mail them for you with a
minimum donation of $10.00.

Please call the synagogue office at (310) 392-302
for more information. Thank you for your support!

OJ

JUNE

Candle-lighting, 7:43 p.m.
Mishkon@90something celebration, 1:00 p.m.
Tot Shabbat Family Service, 5:45 p.m.
Candle-lighting, 7:46 p.m.

Annual Mishkon Fishing Trip, 12:00 p.m.
Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Candle-lighting, 7:49 p.m.

Max Barnett Bar Mitzvah Kiddush Celebration
Candle-lighting, 7:50 p.m.

Adult Ed’s Medical Panel: Living Well for Sens

6/4
6/6
6/11

6/13
6/16
6/18
6/19
6/25
6/27

JULY

Candle-lighting, 7:51 p.m.

Tot Shabbat Family Service, 5:45 p.m.
Candle-lighting, 7:49 p.m.
Candle-lighting, 7:47 p.m.
Candle-lighting, 7:43 p.m.

Tisha b’Av Service, 8:00 p.m.
Candle-lighting, 7:38 p.m.

712
7/9

7/16
7/23
7/19
7/30



Birthdays

Anniversaries

Tephila Coordinators

| |
| |
Galim June 5 - Yael Samuel
Sivan - Tammuz - Av 5770 | June 12 - JUdg Gor?c?” |
} : June 19 - Cindy Goldstein
June - July 2010 | June 26 - Howard Davis |
Published seven times a year (January, March, | Juy3 - Chana Bell |
April, June, July, October, and December) by - July10 - Catherine Nelson
Mishkon Tephilo, 201 Hampton Drive, Venice, | July17 - Deborah Bronner |
CA 90291. Issue number 91. : July24 - Yael Samuel
| July31 - Jeff Gornbein |
L s 1
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